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1/       ECSWE, member of the European Civil Society Platform on Lifelong Learning (EUCIS)
On the 14th of September, ECSWE became a founding member of the EUCIS. This platform is currently giving its contribution to the debate on the future objectives of education and training systems in Europe. 

    Current activities: 

-         Preparation of a contribution document on the European Commission’s Funding of Non-Governmental Organisations. The document summarises the main issues about current revision process of the European Union Financial Regulation:  excessive bureaucracy resulting from over-rigid application of the financial regulation provisions and wasteful costs, etc.

-         Preparation of an opinion draft on the European Commission “Citizens for Europe” programme: more support for European associations; putting in place articles of association for a “European association”.

Long term plan and future ideas:

-         to represent every network in Europe whose mission is education

-         to have more political influence at European level

-         to organize a ‘education week’ on European level  

-         to open a ‘education office’ in Brussels.

For more info, visit the web site www.eucis.net
 

 

2/       Salon de l’education in Paris (Education Forum in Paris).

ECSWE will participate at the following two debates on the 25th of November 2005: 

-         Education/ formation tout au long de la vie : un enjeu majeur de la construction européenne (Long life learning: A major objective of the European construction).

-         La prévention du prosélytisme des sectes et le système éducatif (Prevention of sectarian proselytism and education system)

There will be present Jan Figel (European Commissioner responsible for Education, Training, Culture and Multilingualism), Bill Rammel (UK Ministry of Education and Training), Guy Bono, (European Deputy and Vice President of the Education - Culture Committee of the European Parliament).

    For more info http://www.salon-education.com
 

3/      Report: “Mini-Companies in Secondary Education

The European Commission has published an interesting report on 200.000 high school students who have set up mini companies.

These projects are being promoted by the European Commission as a way of tackling the lack of entrepreneurial spirit in the EU. There are only a few countries where student mini-companies are officially recognized within the national curriculum (e.g. Ireland, Latvia, Austria and Norway) and actively promoted by the educational authorities (like in Belgium and Finland).

The report recommends how to increase the inclusion of such activities as a recognized option in curricula for secondary education and the take-up of such activities by schools (see Memo/05/315). For a summary of the report go to the following website: 

http://www.europa.eu.int/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/05/1130&format=HTML&aged=0&language=en&guiLanguage=en
For the full report go to:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/enterprise/entrepreneurship/support_measures/training_education/doc/mini_companies_en.pdf
 
4/       "Teachers and trainers: Professionals and stakeholders in the reform of vocational education and training". 
The European Training Foundation (ETF) has launched at the European Parliament its ETF Yearbook 2005 entitled "Teachers and trainers: Professionals and stakeholders in the reform of vocational education and training". 
For more info: www.etf.eu.int
 

5/       European Youth Portal

If youngsters are thinking of going to another European country to study or work, or on holiday... if they are looking for activities or opportunities in Europe... if they have something to say, or ask, about European issues, this portal could be a good place to start! It offers them information, news and discussions - all about Europe and relevant to young people. http://europa.eu.int/youth/index_en.html
 
